
  

 



Introduction  
 
 
 

I Peter 3:15 tells us that we should be able to give a 
reason for the faith that is within us. In 2009 Baptist 
children, teenagers, and adults all over the world are 
celebrating 400 years of Baptist work.  
 
The confession of Baptists has always been Jesus is 
Lord. The Florida Baptist Historical Society serves our 
Lord by honoring those who honor Christ.  
 
Let the celebration begin and continue.  
 
Jerry M. Windsor  
Secretary -Treasurer  
Florida Baptist Historical Society  
Graceville, FL 32440  
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John Smyth  
In 1609, John Smyth and 

other believers were 
baptized and became 

Baptists.  

1609 
England 
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Roger Williams (1603 -1683) 
was a champion of religious 
liberty and came to America 
in 1630. He started the first 
Baptist church in America in 
1638. 

Rhode 

Island  
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Begun in 1638, with the help of Roger Williams,  
the Providence Baptist Church was formed in  

the colony of Rhode Island. It was the first  
Baptist church in America.  
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South  

Carolina 

First Baptist Church, Charleston, South Carolina,  
 was organized in 1682.  
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The Pigeon Creek Baptist Church near Callahan, Florida, 
was begun in 1821 and is the first known Baptist church 

in Florida.  


