


Introduction

| Peter 3:15 tells us that we should be able to give a
reason for the faith that is within us. In 2009 Baptist

children, teenagers, and adults all over the world are
celebrating 400 years of Baptist work.

The confession of Baptists has always been Jesus is
Lord. The Florida Baptist Historical Society serves our
Lord by honoring those who honor Christ.

Let the celebration begin and continue.

Jerry M. Windsor

Secretary -Treasurer

Florida Baptist Historical Society
Graceville, FL 32440
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John Smyth

In 1609, John Smyth and
other believers were
baptized and became

Baptists.




Rhode
Island

Roger Williams (1603 -1683)
was a champion of religious
liberty and came to America
in 1630. He started the first
Baptist church in America in
1638.
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Begun in 1638, with the help of Roger Williams,
the Providence Baptist Church was formed in
the colony of Rhode Island. It was the first
Baptist church in America.
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First Baptist Church, Charleston, South Carolina,
was organized in 1682.

South
Carolina
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The Pigeon Creek Baptist Church near Callahan, Florida,
was begun in 1821 and is the first known Baptist church
in Florida.



First Baptist Church, Campbellton, was begun in 1825
and is the oldest Southern Baptist Church in Florida.




SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School has played an important role in Florida
Baptist churches since the early 1800s.
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The Florida Baptist State Convention was organized in
1854 at the home of R. J. Mays in Madison. The desk
where the first convention documents were signed is in
the Florida Baptist Historical Society office building in
Graceville, Florida.
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Many frontier pastors traveled across Florida on
horseback telling people about Jesus.
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The Florida Baptist Withess newspaper was begun in
1884 and was printed in Lake City, Florida.




CHURCH WAME WORD SEARCH

Many early Florida Baptist churches were named after places in the
Bible. Look up the scripture verse and write the church name in the

blank.

{Joshua 18:1)

S

{Psalm 76:2)

(Genesis 31:13)
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(John 9:11)
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(Genesis 13:18)

S

(Revelation 3:1) .,

R

(Genesis 26:22)
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Help Frank J. Fowler, the first Florida native Southern
Baptist Foreign Missionary, find his way to Argentina.

Frank Fowler
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Rufus and Marian Gray served as foreign missionaries.
Rufus Gray died in a Japanese internment camp in 1942,
Rufus Gray (1915 -1942) was born in Titusville and was
the only Southern Baptist missionary to lose his life in
prison during World War Il.
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HOW MANY WORDS CAN YOU MAKE
from
Florida Baptist Historical Society?
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Florida Baptist Building

The Florida Baptist Building was built in 1923 at 218
West Church Street in Jacksonville. This was Florida
Baptist Convention state offices from 1923  -1959.
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Important Baptist Leaders

Fill in the blanks with the first letter of each picture to
find the names of five early Florida Baptist leaders.

{The first president of the Florida Baptist State Convention)

| R.J.E‘ é

{(He.gave the Baptist paper its name.)
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(He wrote an important history of Florida Baptists.)
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{He was an important pastor and leader in Florida.)
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In 1967, the S. O. Bean Administration Building was
built at Lake Yale Baptist Assembly. Hundreds of
children, youth, and adults use the Lake Yale facility

each yeat.
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FIND THE YEAR!

Use the coloring book to find the years.

10/702004185420061989
19111990163820001492
17762001199815171825
20111993186520022005
201019951234200/72012
19962003199720091943
19921999200819941935

Find the year the Florida Baptist Convention was
organized.

Find the year the first Baptist church in America
was organized.

Find the year you were born.

Find the year the Baptist College of Florida was
begun.

Find five consecutive numbers that add up to ten.

Find the year the oldest Southern Baptist Church
In Florida was organized.
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_ _ Christian Workers
Home Bible Studies Training

Over 100 years ago Florida Baptists sent missionaries
Adela Fales and William Wood to Cuba to tell the story
of Jesus.
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